
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

       
      

 
 
 
 
 

‘In July 1999 I had a phone call from a man I had never met and whole name was unfamiliar to me.  
Yet the vision he shared excited and inspired me.  The idea that had enthused him was the 

beginnings of what would become ‘The Crowhurst Water Feature, the man was John Cowley. 
 

 

  

You will understand my sense of a challenge and thrill when, as an artist and 
landscape designer with a close association with Crowhurst Christian Healing Centre, 
I was asked to submit a design for a special place for contemplation and prayer 
within the grounds.  I knew only the positive where it was to be built, that a large 
paved sitting area was required and that the idea was that, within the area, there 
would be a water feature.  That was it.  That was my brief. 
  

The picture 
I am not sure now which came first, the design or the picture the Lord gave me.  
But then, for me, that is not so important as the interpretation is born out of  
design.  I saw a fairly large paved area shaped much like an elongated apple, or 
maybe a little like a heart, with a shallow, circular water feature embedded into the 
paving.  The shallow brick-edged pool had a large rock at one point on its 
circumference, out of which gently poured a stream of water down onto the stones 
and pebbles.  Part way across the circle was what I can only describe as something 
a bit like a bucket and from within the - mostly sunken - vessel, the water gently 
bubbled.   
  

The interpretation 
I saw the gentle stream of water from the rock as an ever-flowing stream of God’s 
love, patience and mercy, and every other attribute that he continuities to pour into 
your life and mine.  What gripped me most in this picture was this bucket of a life 
that I have and the merciful way which God chooses to go on flowing into my life.  
There I am, there you are, we can do nothing to deserve God’s best for our lives, 
yet He is jealous for us and is committed to us.  He is the Rock.  John Cowley GRA 
(artist, landscape designer) 
  
 

 
 



 

The Vision 
John Painted a picture, over the phone, of a large threefold rock representing the 
Holy Trinity.  From this would flow a fount of water falling into a circular bed of 
random pebbles.  This represented the flow of life from the Godhead into the 
earthiness of our lives.  At the further end of the pebble pool a receptacle would be 
placed, partially buried in the pebbles, from which water would bubble and over 
flow.  A symbol of God’s everlasting and overflowing mercy.   
 

Pictures in Prayer 
More phone conversations, emails and plans followed.  I shared with John  a picture 
I had received while praying about this sculpture.  I saw the three large stones, 
representing the Trinity, pouring out clear, bright water.  As my eye followed it down 
I saw that is was not only falling directly onto the pebbles, but also overflowing from 
outstretched hands.  I did a hasty drawing of this three stage image and faxed it to 
john.  The drawings, represented the progression I had ‘seen’ in my picture.  The 
first image was of two hands, cupped, lifted to the source.  The second was of four 
hands, again lifted to the source.  The third was of great, open cupped hands.  
Lifted but passive, toward the outflow.  The third part of the ‘picture’ was the 
version that was accepted by the Trustees.  I duly began work.  Then, during my 
prayer time, I had a further picture.  This time I felt that the other images were 
being explained to me.   

 
Interpreting the pictures 

The first picture, of a single pair of hands, represented the hunger and longing for 
the Life of the Holy Spirit by a single heart, and speaks of the singular attention God 
gives to each human soul as though they were an only child.  The second and third 
pictures showed how that blessing overflows with the message of hope to others, 
adding to their numbers.  These would become a gathering of people who know 
their needs are met and trust their reliable and faithful God.  The second and third 
pictures showed how that blessing overflows with the message of hope to others, 
adding to their numbers.  These would become a gathering of people who know 
their needs are met and trust their reliable and faithful God.   
  
In the final picture the Lord gave to me, I saw all the hands move from a state of 
passive reception of God’s mercy to one of hungering and thirsting reaching out with 
all their heart to receive everything that God had for them.  Now, they actively leant 
towards the rock, the source of life, health and healing.  It had become much more 
dynamic.  The lord was reminding me of His promises:  Then you will call upon me 
and come and pray to me and I will listen to you.  You will seek me and find me 
when you seek me with all your heart - Jeremiah 12.13 
  
This sums up the vision for me.  I saw that it was at the moment of reaching out to 
the Divine source that God’s loving grace was released to the longing soul.  This is 
what I hope to portray when I finally install the Crowhurst Water Feature.  God 
being my helper.  Amen.  Carole Kirsopp (Sculptor) 
  
 


